Approved For Release 2006/11/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004200500007-2

ReTCTE
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ,

‘This D t contat flecting the Na-
tional Defenso of the United States, within the mean-
ing o_t_ ‘{m!o “13. Bections 763 :rnd 4, of th:tt’!:. Code, as
INFORMATION REPORT t0 or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohiblted

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

SECRET/CONTROL~U,S.OFFICIALS ONLY

COUNTRY Czechoslovakia REPORT

SUBJECT Svezarn(W¥nion for Cooperatiom with DATE DISTR. 10 J "
the Army):Aviation Section ‘ une 195%
‘ NO. OF PAGES 8

DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD

PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

I Organization of the Svezerm Contral Committess

25X1 1s Tlda folioﬁné uéﬁtfal séc'biozis 'c.rc subordinate to the Svazarm Central Committees
g Aviation Central Section, Smecky 22, Prague IIj :

25X1 ts Motor Transport Cenmtral Section g
s+ Radlo Central Seotion s
25X1 de Deg~Training Central Section g

«2o The oPfisial title of the Aviation Central Section 15 "The Center of Pilots!
Training end Spords", It is divided into the following sectionss

. &o Alrorafl gection
b, Glider sesotion ,
¢, Parachutist section

II, Organizetion of the Center of Pilota! Traiy [ gt

3¢ The Centrel Committee in Smeuky 22,Prague II.consists of full-time salaried
smployses of the Svazarm organization. In the Central Committee there are
commanding officers for esch individual section, e.g. glider, motor transport,
and parachutist seotions. It is actually a political body and most of its
menbers are not experts but persons appointed for their political beliefs,
Thus they form a body of supervising experts appointed in the so-called Ad=
}r’igzry Sections of the Centrel Conmittee. The advisory seotions are as
ollowss

%o Alroraft flying advisory section
be Glider flying edvisory section "
¢ Parachutists!' advigory mection
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The advisory sections bave ro right to interfere with matters of general
mansgement buv they may make suggestions that certain measures should be
approved by the Central Committee, If such a suggestion has been approved
by the Central Commitiee, ihe decision is passed on to the particular
department of the organmization’s apparatus. This department then orders
the subordinate sechlong to abide by the new measures. The executive
apparatus is a very zemplisated organ and the mejority of its members do
not even krow the iimits of their competency. This resulte in lack of res-
ponsibility; nobody wents to make decisions, and problems,instead of being
dealt with,ars passed on from one offizial to another,

Pergsonnel of ths Cantrel Gomniltes are:

Madior Vaslav {2} Grepl, &ir Fo.ae.nﬁﬂian

Major Zemanek {fia}, Alr Forse officer

It, General Cenek Hrasks)

. Regional Svazarw cowaail

ass are the subordinete orgens of the Central Commitiee.
They ars organized as followas

a, Regloual Coumittes of Piiois’ Training and Sports;

b, Reglonal Cummittes of the Dog Training Section;

¢, Reglonal Dommitiee of the Radio Sectlon;

d, Regional Commiitze c¢f the Melor Transport Sectlon;

e, Reglonsl Committae of the Cartler-Pigeon Training Section.

The regicnsi comnitteasr have sslarisd staffs and consist of departments for
the above indiveted sections. Attashed to the Feglonal commlttees are advi-
sory organa for each section.

The Tegional sercelube hewvs an exceptional status. While from a generel point
of view they ara subordinated te the regional Svazarm committees, in technlcal
and expert matters they are directly subject to the Aviation Section of the
Central Committee of Svagamm, Reglonal asroclubs are in charge of airflelds
and of pilots® training. They are headed by commanding officers appointed by
the Central Comuities of Svezarm, They have unlimited executive power; their
advisory organs are the Advisory Councils which are sald to be an elected body.

. District commitfies of Svazarm ere subordinate to the regional committees,

They are organized along the seme lines as the letter and the dlstriet asro~
elubs are alno Lndependert, '

. Local organizations of Svazarm subject to the district dommittees have agaln

their sectlons and ao independent gsrosiub, There are very few local dercclubs
which are concerned with pilots' training. Most of them are concerned with
eiroraft-model construnsbion.
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10. Subjectc’ to the local organizations of Svazarm are the baslc organizations
25X1 of 8vezarm with their sections., In practice only paid orgens and advisory
bodies of the Central Committee are operating. Local and dlstrict groups
with unpaid employees in their sections do not develop any activities at all.
Activities of basic organizations consist of holding meetings once in three
25X1 months., People who want to practice flying must be members of these organi-
zatlons.

III, Organization of the Glider Sectiont

11. £ the Glider Segtion is Captain Echtner (fmu)
25X1 -

18, The Advisory Section:

25X1 The chairmen _of the Glider Flying Advisory Committee is

f Dvo¥ak|
25X1
Acting secretary is Jogef Svetl
25X1
13. Members of the advisory gection ares
25X1 Captain Vaclav Uhlir, Air Force offizer
25X1
Eng. Svinka (fnu)
25X1
25X1
Zdenek Bed¥ich
25X1 I_ZLdm Bohaoek., student at a high technical school at Brno, practiced gliding.
25X1 Karel Dlou.hwl
I
Ex1 Major Stros (fnu)l
Matejicek (Frm)
25X1

Dr, of Naturel Sciences Ji¥i Forchgot{

|
25X1 rﬁm&&uﬂﬂﬂﬂm
|

Dr, of Natursl Sciénces Ledislav HasJ

25X1
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Jan Hudeec, a Slovak from Nitra, pilot.

25X1 Karel Feuerstein, radio operator from Ruzyne

There are some 10 or 15 more members of the Advisory Section.

14, Candidates wishing to join the aeroclub must be members of some of the basic
organizations of the Svazarm, Persons applying for membership in Svazarm.are
not subject to any politicel sereening. A candidate must first undergo theo-
‘retlcal examinations at the basic organizstion,

15, Examinations are taken in the following subjects: elementary aerodynamics,
meteorology, ailreraft construction, engines, history of aviation, political
subjeets, Before the examinations the candidates attend lectures held by
members of the aeroclub using literature published by the aeroclub., The stan~
dard of the lectures is low, because the lecturers lack expert knowledge.
There are usually many candidates, but the committee may accept only a certain
number fixed by the reglonal aeroclub., Thus only the best candidates are
gelected, Accepted candidates must apply for their political screening. The
epplication must be recommended by the chairman of the basic organizationgwho for-
wards the application to the cadre department of the applicent's place of
employment, The ¢éadre department of the Central Committee of Svazarm makes
the final declsion as to whether the candidate 1s to be admitted or not,

16e Training performed only after applicant's working hours lasts for 6~9 months.
Full-time training durlng summer holidays lasts for about one month. Training
1s carried out by Regionsl or Distriect Aeroclubs and at so-called "eatapult
stations" (small airfields where gliders are launched). Two-seater training
gliders of L 109 Plomyr type have bsen used for training purposes for the
past year, This new type of glider is very cheap and sults training purposes
very well, As soon as the training begins, perticipants receive a certificate
called "Pilot student's diploma®, A pilot's diplomas is granted to trainees
who have 30 flying hours and after they have met certain standards. Todsy the
training is more thorough and of a much higher standard then previously when
it coneisted of the A, B, and C degrees.

17, The Czechoslovak Alr Force has not been so far perticularly interested in
glider pilots because only & limited mumber of freight gliders are in military
use, Glider pllots are recrulted from sirmen during their basic training,
Glider training 1s not regarded as a prerequisite for aireraft flying. From
the autumn of 1953 only glider instructors and young men up to 19 years of age,
who passed politlcel screening and medlicel examination, and who bound themselves
to Join the Alr Force after they have completed pilot training,were accepted
for aircraft flying training.

IV, Alroraft typess

18 Motor-propelled sport planea:

&, Z=381 Bucker 181 Bestman fitted with Walter Minor 4/III 105 HP enginep twow
seater, low-winged, for elementary training and acrobatic flying;

b z222 fitted with Praga D 75 HP englne, two-seater, low-winged, a tourist
plene;

o, Sokol M-l fitted with Walter Minor 4/III 105 HP engine, threc-seater, loww
winged, e tourist plane;

d, Piper Cub, U.S. plane, used for elementary training;
e, Fairchild, U.S, plane, four-seater, top-winged, used for parachutist training.

Most of the airveraft are of 1950 vintage. They are in good condition and main-
tenance is performed regularly. On larger alrflelds, e,g. thope of
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aeroclubs, there are usually 10-15 aircraft.

quing aircraft:

8. Z=26 Trener fitted with Walter Minor 4/III engine, a double seater, low-
winged aireraft, It is also used for beginners' training and for acro-
batics,.

b, C-10/4 Bucker 131 Jungmann fitted with Walter Minor L/TIT engine, a double
seater biplane, It is used also for asrobatics,

c. Heinkel 72 Kadet fitted with BMY engine, 150 HP, biplanes

d, Focke=Wulf Stleglitz fitted with BMW engine, 150 HP, biplare.

e, Fiesler Storch (CAP) fitted with Argus 240 HP engine, top-winged.

Glider towing is earried on at all airfields where aireraft can take off,

If there are no towing aireraft available on the alrfield, they mey be borrowed
from another airfield.

Gliders:

a, Z-24 Krajenek training single-seater;

be GB IT bye (Grunau Baby) training single-seater;

ce LG=12/ Galanks single-seater for advanced training;

ds L-109 Plonyr two-seater for elementary training;

6. DFS Olympia single=seater service gliders

£, 2-25 Sohaj II single-seater service glider;

8¢ 1G-125 Sohaj II single~seater service glider;

h, DFS Weihe (Vazka) single-seater service glider;

i. L=107 Lunak single-ssater for acrobatic flying ;

Jo DFS Kranich (Jersb) double~seater, service glider;

k, LG=130 Kmotr,

Gliders of the enumerated types are on airfields in sufficient numbers, Also
& limited mmber of protétypes and of gliders of German origin are usually
available,

The mumber of gliders kept at an airfield depends on the size of hengars., The
large aeroclubs such as Prague, Brno, Zilina, Flzen, Gottweldov, and Bratislava
heve 25 to 30 gliders each, About & half or two thirds of them are service
gliders, The gliders are in a good conditlon and are regularly maintained,
Large aeroclubs employ maintenence meng in the small aeroclubs, which have only
few gliders, the members themselves teke care of the meintenence,

If a glider is demolished without anyone being at fault, it is 8imply replaced
by a new one, If, however, the pilot is responsible for the damage, he must
pey a part of the damage, If he ig found guilty of having endangered the life
of third persons, he is sent to prison,

Purchase of new gliders is covered by govermment funds, and allocations of money
&re mede by the central commitiee of the aviation sectlon, At present all
gliders are supplied from stook,'because, since 1951, the only type of glider
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produced in Czechoslovakla is the double—seater Pionyr used for training
purposes, It is planned that in 1954 50 new gliders of the Sohaj type with
2 melonger wing span will be produced. In the Svazarm stores at the airfield
in Pribyslav there are about 25 Sohaj gliders.

~ Ve Glider schoolss

23,>Vroh1abiz

23

2k

Commander of the school is Vaclav Uhlir. Instructors are: Dr. of Natural
Sciences Haza (fnu), Vera Slechtova, Jaroslav Kumpost, Frantisek Tuma; all
well qualified,

The school is for regular glider pilots. Tralning lasts from 2 to 3 years.
The usual mmber of students is about 15. The central school for meteorology
ig to be established there also, The first term begins in April and ends in
October, Majority of students are members of various aeroclubs who atitend
courses during their annual holidsys.

Kralupys

Commander of the sechool is Frantisck Kder, a fighter pilot who jJoined Svezarm
after completion of six yeard service in the Air Force, Instructors are
Jaromir Pokorny and Vaclav Jagr,

Pilots who have flown a high mmber of hours mey be enrolled at the school.
The course lasts usually one month. Trainees are recommended b reglonal
asroclubs and all expenses are covered by the Svazarm,

Other schools for instructors are probably also at Hurka near Novy Jicin and’
in Nitra,

VI, Flight ruless

25

26+

2%

Gliders:

A flight order must be signed either by the airfield commander or instructor
or a person in charge of flying. One hour before a flight the Security Service
(Zabegpecovaoci alu!ga) et Rugyne must be informed and requested for a flight
permit, As a rule, flights from Prague to the east were alwaye authoriged and
the duration of flight depended on the pilot. Flights from Prague westwards
were not offioclally banned but none of the persons in charge would risk signing
such a flight, The prohibited area was up to 20 km,from the border., Flights
from one airfield to another were not permitted., In Moravia no restrietions
for flights to the west existed and the direction of a flight depended on the
instructor's responsibllity,

Powered airorafti:

Flights hed to be planned a week shead, A report about an intended flight was
submitted by the local or district aeroclub to the reglonal aeroclub who
notified the Security Service at Ruzyne by telephone, The report had to
include the following datas type of alreraft, identification number, time of
departure, duration of the flight, and time of landing. Nemes of the crew had
to be reported as well, The quantity of fuel was not limited and the tank was
alvays full, Supply of fuel was therefore no obstacle for those who wished to
escape sbroad, Flights sometimes were not authorized owing to bad weather con-
ditions, For landing on military airfields special permits were necessary,

Maps, first issued to aerocluba in 1949, scale 1:500,000, were aveilable at
airfields, Only permanent instructors had a complete set of maps at their
disposal, Glider and aircraft pllcts were issued only the maps covering their

partiocular _seotion shortly before a flight and had to return them after landing.
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Instructors were personally responsible for the maps, There also existed
another edition of the aim meps published originally in 1949,

28,.Taking of photographs was not allowed on civilian airfields, The same ban
applied to sport alrfields, but the order was frequently viclated, Cameras
ecould be emuggled into sport aireraft without major difficulties and photo-
graphs could be taken,

VII, Tralnipg:

29. Training of pilots has been adjusted to the Air Force standards. Basic
training wes supplemented by elementary acrobatic flying, Landing in terrain,
flying in formationyend low flying were also practiced. Speclal courses of
courier serviee (pick-up operations, collectlon of written messeges fixed to
a rope between two trees, eta.) were held.

30, The yearly mmber of trained pilots depended largely on the nmumber of instrue~
tors and aireraft available and might reach 80 to 100 pilots. In.practice
the number of trained pilots was much lower. One of the reasons was that the
candidates must have gone through theoretical training first which was rather
discouraging for many of them, Furthermore they had to bind themselves to
join the Air Force after completion of their training. They tried to avoid a
longer military service in spite of the traditional love of young people for
flying because the Army lost attraction under the present régime.

31. There was no night flying at the aeroclubs and the aireraft were therefore not
equipped with redio transmitters,

33, Pre.military physical training wae introduced in 1952, Owing to lack of organi-
zation, ineufficient mmber of instructors, and a complete disinterest of mem~
bers the idea was soon abandoned and pre-military training within aeroclubs wes
discontinued, Nowadays it is carried out only at parachutist units as a part
of their general training.

33, The annual membership fee for members of aeroclubs was 36 Kes, No extras were
pald for individuel flights, ‘

3. Until September 1953, the main stress was put on the milltary aspect, After-
wards the sport side of gliding was regarded as the most essential and impor-
tant element,

35, In practlce,no cooperation between Svazarm and the Army exists except in
training of' airoraft pilots, Although the Svazerm orgenization 1s sponsored
by the Army there are no close relations or contacts between the two. Svazarm
is financed by the Army, At present the running expenses are rather hlgh as com«
pared - with previous years because all units are being issued much better
squipment, Commenders of aeroclubs and commenders of airfields ere usvally
Aly Foroe officers, The organizetion of Svezerm is not yet uniform.

VIII, Alrfield personnel:

36,The commander of an airfield is usually an Air Force offlcer who also commands
the aeroclub, He 1s appointed by the Central Committee and in hls officlal capa-
elty he may authorize flights, impose punishments, dismmise employees, etc.

The deputy commander for political affairs is appolnted by the Central Committee.
He is usually a clvilian whose duty it is to ensure security at the airfield from
a political point of view. This funotion, however, does not receive a great deal
of attention at the airfields,

The aireraft commander should be a oivilien elected by members, In practice, the
reglonal committee makes the nomination which is afterwerds confirmed by members.
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Glider commander end parachute commander are said to have the seme nomination
procedures as Wire¥iPy odimanders .

Pald alreraft mechanics are engaged by the Svazarm, Paid wetchmen guarding
asroclub airfields are civilians, usually above 60 years of age or unfit for
any other manual job, They are armed and are accompanied by dogs, Only alr-
fields where there are motor-propelled aircraft are kept under guard, Larger
airfields may have salaried administrative employees.

X, Air crashes:

%7, During 1953, the mmber of fatal air crashes was high. In Bohemia alone nine
aireraft and one glider crashed and the pilots lost their lives. Besides,
there were many other aceidents resulting in severe injuries of crews and
heavy losses of materisl. According to statistics the mumber of 1953 crashes
was higher than in previous years, After investigations of individual crashes,
it was found out that most of them were caused by lack of discipline among
the orews, A considerable mmber of air crashes were caused by pilots who did
not quite realize the difference between handling an eircreft and a glider.

Tt is interesting to mote that, although the diseiplinary measures in the past
were not as rigid, the rate of air crashes was lower than today when punish-
ments for proved lack of dlseipline are very severe, This has a reverse
effect on pllots who enjoy breaking the rules and doing exactly what is prohi-
bited, )

38, The haphazard selection of pilots is partly rebponsible for frequent air crashes.
The very low fees meke the aeroclubs accessible to anybody, while in the past
only individuals who felt a vocatlon for flying and did not mind financial
sacrifices formed the maejority of airclub members, Nowadeys, only about half
of the newly trained civilian pllots are genuinely interested in flying, the
rest of the pilots are under average and are the reason for many crashes.

X, Aviation periodicals:

39, Czechoslovak periodicalss

a, dla Vliasti (Wings of the Fatherland) is & bi-weekly published by the
VaZaIM. e expert standerd of this periodicel is very .poor.

" b, Letecky Modelar (Airoraft Modelling) is probably & monthly published also
e Svazarm, dealing wlth aircraft comstruction, It has e higher stan-
dard then ‘Keddle Viastd «

40+ Poreign periodicals:

55X 1 There are no foreign periodicals on aviation on sele in Czechoslovekia, Some
of the technical periodicals published in the West are'avallable in techniocal
1ibraries and in central offices and industrial plante., They are censored
end 81l the articles dealing with political subjects are cut out; also some
25X1 ‘articles giving informatiori on the latest technical inventions by the West are
out out in order to protect the propagande about Soviet technical progress.

| Commenkas

1. Not further ldentifd L .
5, Probably identice). with the Doctor of Natural Sciences Ladislav Hasa, men-—
tiohed in para. Bhge® .7 e
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